Between the Lines 


152 Madison Avenue 
New York 16, N. Y. 


Featuring reports on inside trends, forecasts of significant develop- 
ments, and other matters pertinent to Christian thinking in the 
field of economics, labor, social strife, and international affairs. 


CuHartes A. WELLS, Editor 
Grace Lozirr, 4ss’t Editor 





Vol. II, No. 22 


THE CHRISTIAN LAYMAN’S INFORMATION SERVICE—CONDENSED, NON-DENOMINATIONAL 


October 25, 1943 





Imperialism, American Style 


While Americans look askance at Britain 
for perpetuating the war-breeding system of 
imperialism, it might humble and enlighten 
us to discover what American imperialism 
is like. With less excuse for our shame, it 
can be revealed that our exploitation and 
neglect would match or exceed in quality, 
if not in quantity, the sins of Whitehall. 
Mission Report \Ve refer, as a particulas 
example, to Puerto Rico, the true condition 
of which is kept from the knowledge of the 
average American by the suppression of 
news through the influence of powerful com- 
mercial interests. The president of the 
Congregational Home Missions Board, Al- 
fred Grant Walton, has made an eye-witness 
report of conditions on the island. He 
states that unemployment, ignorance and 
disease are everywhere apparent. Tubercu- 
losis tinds a breeding place among the half- 
starved Puerto Ricans, their death rate from 
this plague being five and a half times 
greater than that for inhabitants of the 
United States. Thirty percent of employ- 
able workers are constantly unemployed, Dr. 
Walton said, and two-thirds of the popula- 
tion hover always on the edge of starvation, 
their half-clad children roaming the streets, 
“abdomens distended due to malnutrition”. 
The infant mortality rate is high, twelve 
out of every 100 babies dying in infancy. 
Schooling is inadequate with only sixty per- 
cent of the children receiving any training 
at all. More than a sixth of the total island 
population is illiterate. 

It is also well known that the religious 

situation in Puerto Rico is equally deplor- 
able. While missionaries have labored 
there for several generations, the weight of 
poverty and despair has been such as to 
crush out any normal spiritual growth. The 
exploitation of the island by American im- 
perialists has left wide-spread cynicism and 
contempt. 
Sugar To be more specific, American 
sugar interests are responsible for continued 
widespread poverty because of their refusal 
to allow the development of diversified, in- 
dividual farming. As it stands today, the 
sugar industry is practically the only agri- 
cultural and commercial interest on the is- 
land. For generations the sugar corpora- 
tions, which have been permitted to maintain 
a complete monopoly of the islands, have 
continued their policy of “only sugar and 
cheap labor”. 

These powerful corporations, directed by 
Wall Street interests, have blocked every 
éffort to develop more individual types of 
farming and diversification of crops. They 
do not want the impoverished field hands 
to become independent, — self-sustaining 
farmers for then what could the corpora- 
tions do for that unlimited supply of cheap 
labor they need in certain seasons of the 
year? 

Reform Efforts For the past two years, 
Rex Tugwell has been governor of the island 
and the reform measures he has attempted 
to institute have been fought to a standstill 
by the sugar lobby powers so strongly en- 
trenched in Washington. The American 


(Continued on next page) 


On the Constructive Side 


The force of Christianity in the world today is visibly increasing. While the task 
of Between the Lines is to keep you informed on issues and developments that are often 
of a suppressed nature and hence usually of an evil design—things that powerful, selfish 
interests want to keep from the common man—we hope you are not missing the fact 
that we also report significant developments revealing the ever-increasing leverage of 
Christian thought on our world. 

Your newspapers often carry, buried in their columns, small items of tremendous 
importance. If twenty-five members of the white and black race, most of them Chris- 
tian leaders, meet in a great city to plan and work out a scheme to solve the threat 
of rising race friction, that item is passed over as unimportant news. But if in the 
same city, twenty-five Negroes and whites are slaughtered in the streets because no 
such conmittee met, that is news and the whole front page is turned over to it. 

Thus while we are constantly forwarding to you reports that are sensational in 
their revelation of what lies behind so much of our false front of Christian pretensions, 
we hope you are not failing to give especial attention to the many items we also report 
that show the expanding power of Christian truth. 


Senators’ Report 


During the past two or three weeks every effort has been made by some official 
voices in Washington to discredit the American senators who viewed first hand Ameri- 
can participation in this global war, and whose report stirred up such a furor behind 
closed doors in Washington. We would point out to you the fact that the administra- 
tion viewpoint was ably represented in this group by two leading Democrats, and that 
in the report brought back, which raised several roofs in London as well as Washington, 
they all generally agreed on what they had seen and learned. 

All the soft peddling and smearing in IVashington to discredit their report should 
not erase this undeniable fact. 

The report is well known now, in spite of all the official efforts to suppress it and 
the smears of the administration columnists in the press. And we would like to point 
out that this Senate report tallies almost exactly with what Between the Lines has been 
reporting to its readers for many months. Behind all the talk of the Four Freedoms, 
this war threatens to become primarily a scramble for economic priorities, imperial 
agrandizement and the perpetuation of racial snobbishness. The Nazis and Japanese 
militarists, God knows, threatened to return the world to barbarism, but what we have 
been developing behind the scenes now is a shameful betrayal of what enlightened Chris- 
tian people have been promised and have been praying will come to pass. 


Japan Beats Us to the Punch 


Very few Americans have heard that Japan has ended foreign rights of exploitation 


in China. Washington has suppressed the story but here is what happened: The 
Japanese governinent, in negotiation with the puppet Nanking government, agreed that 
China should regain complete sovereignty over all former foreign concessions in China. 
The Japanese gave up their own extraterritorial privileges and took action with their 
Chinese collaborators to end the privileges held so long by the United States and Great 
Britain. This abolished western holdings in the great cities of Shanghai and Peking 
and released the China coast from white domination. An era in the Far East was thus 
closed when this agreement was made a few months ago. 

Few Americans, however, know about this for, as we said, London and Washington 
suppressed the story, announcing, instead, that the Nanking government had declared 
itself at war with America and Great Britain. The day after the Nanking regime 
with the aid of the Japanese had taken possession of the foreign concessions in China, 
the American and British governments signed the long-awaited formal treaties with the 
Chungking government, relinquishing our imperial privileges and concessions in China! 
There was real comedy; it was not said in our announcement that our concessions had 
been taken from us before we gave them up! Every informed Chinese, however, knows 
it and respect for America and Britian has not been increased by it. 

The Philippines The same story is being repeated relative to the Philippines. Ameri- 
ca definitely promised the Filippinos their independence within a few years. Because 
of this we received their unbounded loyalty during the invasion of the Philippines which 
provided vivid contrast to the shameful story of Burma as reported elsewhere in this 
release. However, our hand is being forced on the independence issue by the Japanese 
announcement that the Philippines were being freed on October 14th, which you will 
note was also suppressed in our regular news channels. Instead, what you read was 
that President Roosevelt, or others, said that we give the Philippines their independence 
immediately! Only a Gilbert and Sullivan musical comedy could match these situations. 


For World Wide Labor Action 


Labor news sources report that United Nations workers, more than forty-six mil- 
lion of them, are looking toward a strong international labor unity which will attempt 
to gain a peace to benefit the common man rather than a peace devised for the protec- 
tion of big business. Here is news that is highly significant which will have an important 
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Discrimination Imperils American Travelers 

Newspapers have devoted a great deal of space to recent train 
disasters in which scores of people have been injured and killed. 
Almost nothing, however, has been printed about the fact that much 
of the danger arises because trains are inadequately manned and 
that this is a preventable situation which the railroad companies and 
railroad unions are not striving to remedy. 

At a widely-attended hearing of the Fair Employment Practices 
Committee in Washington, it was irrefutably established that certain 
kinds of employment and advancement has been, and is, refused to 
trained and qualified Negroes. The railroad companies and the 
unions did not deny this charge, although various stooges for big 
business attempted to accuse the FEPC of deliberately creating the 
issue of race discrimination. A representative of The Southern Rail- 
way, among others, however, specifically stated that the employment 
of a Negro locomotive engineer would be protested and might con- 
ceivably result in boycott and violence in the section of the country 
where the railway operates. 

Other witnesses testified that the AFL railway unions and the 
Railroad Brotherhoods not only neglected to improve this situation, 
but also denied Negroes any ~_ in union activities. While theore- 
tically the unions represent the Negro members in collective bargain- 
ing agreements, actually Negroes have no way of getting considera- 
tion for their grievances. As a matter of fact, many of the railway 
unions bar Negroes from membership entirely. 

While the AFL, in some of its branches, practices discrimination, 
the CIO is fighting it tooth and nail and, by this championship, is 
gaining a great following among the colored population. 

Indicative of the ClO attitude was the statement of Frederick 
Myers, vice president of the National Maritime Union, who told the 
Fair Employment Practices Committee that his organization had 
effectively proved that white men and colored men could “work side 
by side, eat together in the same messrom” and “die together on the 
high seas in defense of America. 

“Many stories could be told,” he continued, “about Negro seamen 
who, at the risk of their own lives, have saved their white brothers 
in time of peril. A common saying in our industry is that a Jap- 
anese or German torpedo ic not marked ‘for whites only’, 


Taxes for Advertisements 

The millions of dollars spent in advertising by corporations that 
could not fill a single civilian order, is under investigation by the 
Senate Truman Committee. Between the Lines does not quarrel 
with the established practice of keeping a well-known trade name 
before the public, or of soliciting popular good will. Modern adver- 
tising can be constructive and educational. But when mone. for 
elaborate and expensive advertising comes out of the pocket of the 
taxpayer instead of that of the company whom the blurbs extol, the 
whole scheme becomes a traitorous misappropriation of taxpayers’ 
dollars. 

Large corporations are dodging excess profits taxes by running 
up huge advertising bills. Much of this advertising is fanfare to 
impress the average citizen with the super-efficiency and _ super- 
patriotism of the advertiser. Government war contracts make pro- 
vision for the inclusion of advertising expenses as necessary business 
expense to be reckoned in production costs. This, in effect, means 
that the Federal government—out of taxes—pays the advertising bill. 
With such a set up, it is no wonder that some—not all, by any means 
—companies are indulging in a grand orgy of costly advertising. 
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Unfortunately, the public’s money is sometimes being used lavishly 
to confuse the people. Corporations, which have been arraigned for 
deception and fraud practiced against the government and the nation’s 
armed forces, release a barrage of advertising to counteract the bad 
publicity. Perhaps these corporations believe that the eye of the 
average citizen will be caught by the attractive advertising rather 
than by a routine account of court proceedings in ordinary newspaper 
set up. 

An example of this sort of thing is furnished by the Carnegie- 
Illinois Steel Corporation. After it had been found guilty of falsifiy- 
ing tests on steel plate, it put on an extensive advertising campaign, 
paid for out of its profits, to “misdirect” public attention. 

The same situation obtains in the case of the Standard Oil Com- 
pany of New Jersey which had been party to a cartel agreement 
with Germany on synthetic rubber. Because of this international, 
monopolistic arrangement, the synthetic rubber program of the United 
States was materially handicapped. The oil company’s advertise- 
ments have been designed to arouse the sympathy of the taxpayer 
for the persecution Standard had undergone at the hands of the 
United States Justice Department! 

There is another aspect to this misleading advertising which big 
companies carry out at the government’s expense. The Curtiss- 
Wright dive bomber, “Helldiver’, has been loudly proclaimed 
through beautiful color drawings and glowing descriptions, the best 
of its type in the world. Actually, the copy writers and artists got 
ahead of the facts, for at the time of this writing not a single “Hell- 
diver” has been produced which can be put in combat. 

Another well-known type of plane, the P-40—also a Curtiss 
Wright product, althought this company is far from being the adie 
offender in such practices—has been, at great expense, advertised as 
the most remarkable thing of its kind. The men who fly planes, 
however, say that it is a good plane but, for use at the front, it would 
be, with them, second choice. 

Another deception practiced by large industries in their adver- 
tising is to boast to the public of the enormous benefits that will 
accrue out of war-inspired research. Rarely do the boasts, and the 
promises of miraculous things to come, mention the fact that much 
of the responsibility for research and the great burden of its ex- 
pense, is the government’s; that, in fact, the taxpayer, through his 
tax dollars, has made his contribution to the new important scien- 
tific discoveries as well as have the big corporations through their 
well-equipped laboratories. 


Armed Visit 


This gives you an idea how our forces in cooperation with Britain 
are fighting for freedom in the Mediterranean. Egypt has long been 
fretting under the British yoke and like all subject people—Norway, 
France—are longing for self-determination and political freedom. 

An American correspondent from the Near East gave a suppres- 
sed report concerning United Nations’ action for freedom in Egypt. 
The King of Egypt. has tried to express his resentment of British 
domination by remaining in isolation in his palace. He refused to 
see the British Ambassador. The British Ambassador waited for a 
while but when the King persisted in his boycott of Britain’s rep- 
resentative, armed persuasion was used. A detachment of field ar- 
tillery plus a tank which battered down the palace gates, accompanied 
the Ambassador on his next visit to the Egyptian king's palace. 

If Hitler did that in Denmark, what would our propagandists 
say! 





